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Jt you O Men J call, and my vice is to the 
FSons of Men. Prov. viii. 4. 


is the Record that God hath given to us 
tlernal Life ; and this Life is in his Son. 
1 Epiſtle John, Chap. v. ver. 11, - 
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To eren 
R E A D E R. 
Friend, 


Here preſent thee with a few lines, about a 
perſon in the knowledge of whom, and ac- 
quaintance with, conſiſts thy preſent and future 
happineſs, Read them with attention: ponder 
them in thy heart: pray oyer them in the ſpirit; 
compare them with the written word of God, ſo 
ſhall thou have comfort to thine own ſoul, and 


1 the glory to that God, who worketh all in 


[ have not written as one that thinks he knows 
more than others; nor as one ſkilful in human 
learning; but as one taught to know, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is my wiſdom, righteouſneſs and firength: 
and when I conſider, it is out of the mouth of 
babes and ſucklings, he perfects his own praiſe ; 
It emboldens me to put forth, this ſmall token of 
my love towards him, in recommending him to 
others. I have here ſet before thee, that which 
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my hands have handled, and my ſoul hath taſted ; 
J neither borrow'd it from authors, nor learned 
it from men; but as the Lord hath ſhewed it to 
me, ſo will I ſpeak it to his praiſe: O deſpiſe it 
not, tho it be the day of ſmall things, the hand 
of Zerubbabel is in it: The end is his glory, and 
the good of ſouls. The method I own is low; 
but it will the better ſuit the meaner ſort, for 
whoſe ſake it is chiefly intended. I have put it 
under thoſe heads, which all men value any 
perſon or thing as being precious; and hare en- 
deavoured to ſhow that all are to be found in 
Chriſt, and no where elle; for he is precious in 
life, in death, in time, and in eternity : in his 
zerſon, and all his offices; in his word, and with 
bis rod ; in his people, and in his ordinances, 
But left I keep thee too long at the door, I pray 
thee to lift up the latch, and enter in; it may be 
that thou wilt find ſome entertainment there, G. 


N. B. I ſhould have enlarged on the various 
parts of the following ſubject, but purely for the 
fake of making it come to a ſmall price; which 
if ever it be reprinted, may be inlarged if God 
permit. | 


"be 


The firſt Epiſtle of PETER, ſecond Chap- 
ter, and the firſt CLAUSE of the ſeventh 
Perſe. | 


Unto you therefore which believe he is precious. 


N order to the right underſtanding of theſe 
| words, we are to conſider the foregoing 
verſes, which are what the Apoſtle grounds 
this concluſion on. And we find that he there 
repeats what God the Father had declared by 


the prophet, Ja. xxviii. ver. 16. viz. That he 


had choſen Jeſus Chriſt, and laid him for a 
loundation to build his church upon, that is to 
convey all fpiritual bleſſings to his people, 
whom he hath choſen in Chriſt their head, 
with the gift of the holy ſpirit, to work faith 
and every grace in them: and in this reve- 
lation of Chriſt to the ſoul, he becomes very 
precious, in the five following reſpects, 


I. As to his ſingularity : he being the only 
one. 


2. For beauty: for none with him can com- 


pare. 


3. For. 


[RD] 

3. For uſefulneſs : without him we can do 

nothing. f 
4. For antiquity; for he is from everlaſling, 

5. For duration: for he is without end or 
change. 1 

I begin with the firſt of theſe, that it is him 
alone who is. in the work of atonement ; for 
the offering up himfelf a ſacrifice for the ſins 
of. his people, and fatisfying divine juſtice by 
kimſelf alone, when he trod the wine preſs of 
God's wrath ; is what the church triumphant, 
as well as militant, give him thanks: for, 2. 
cribing their happineſs to what he is unto them, 
and what he hath done for them, and in them, 
This is the one choſen, on whom help is laid; 


one that is mighty to ſave. This is the child - 


born, the ſon given, on whoſe ſhoulders the 

ernment is laid, and remains for ever; and 
tho' God hath many ſons by creation and adop- 
tion, yet this is his only fon, his ele, in whom 
his ſoul delighteth ; equal in nature, power 
and glory, and as ſuch is ſet forth to us as the 
gift of the Father's love. And much conſola- 
tion floweth to his people from it ; for he that 
ſpared not his own ſon, but delivered him fo 
us all, even unto the death of the croſs ; how 
ſhall he not with him, freely give us all things? 
This is he that hath put away fin, by the facrt- 
fice of himſelf, He bare our fins in his own 


© | body on the tree; and by the once offering 
up himſelf, hath for ever perfected them that 


are ſanctified. Therefore his glory he will = 
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jve to another, neither will his people, that 
fave beheld him, thus ſet forth in the goſpel. 
Secondly, As for his beauty, who can ſet it 
forth? for it is fo glorious that we cannot fully 
conceive of it; but it will beſt appear, if we 
conſider wherein true beauty conſiſts ; and that 
s beſt underſtood when compared with its op- 
polite : and this way the Holy Ghoſt takes, we 
ind, to convince mankind of their deformity, 
repreſenting them as all over corrupted, full of 
wounds, bruiſes, and putrifying fores ; and when 
the church faith that ſhe is black but comely, 
the former 1s in herſelf, the latter as ſtanding in 
Chriſt. For through her fight of her fin and 
tranſgreſſion, ſhe appears herſelf to be black, 
wly, deformed, and altogether odious : but 
newing Jeſus Chriſt as her Saviour, and ſeeing 
terſelf cloathed with his righteouſneſs, ſhe 1s 
comely thro' the comelineſs he has put upon 
ter. This ſight ſhews her that he excels all 
chers for beauty and perfection, they alone re- 
fding in him, and are eſſential to him. But 
al other beauty is either created by him, or im- 
parted from him, and depending on him for its 
continuance, ſo that he is fairer than the chil- 
dren of men, as the pfalmiſt faith. And the 
church of old admired his beauty, and deſcribes 
under various characters, as one altogether 
lovely. And the Lord by the prophet, 1/a. 
<a. xxxiii. ver. 17. Promiſeth them that fear 


and ſerve him, that they ſhall ſee the King, that I | 


i Jeſus Chriſt, in his beauty. And we find that 
this 


[8] 
this was the prophet David's chief requeſt, P/a}, 
XXvili. ver. 4. That he might fee the beauty of 
the Lord, ſuch a light of him, as St. John ſpeaks 
of, as he and others had of him; as the onl 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, 
And it is well worth our notice, that this view 
of Chriſt, is both tranſporting and transform. 
ing. For in that day ſhall be fulfilled, the fay. 
ing of the prophet, Ia. ii. ver. 11. The lofty 
looks of Man ſhall be humbled, and the 
haughtineſs o! man ſhall be bowed down; and 
the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that day, 
Then ſhalt thou ſee that thou ſtandeſt in need 
of ſuch an high-prieſt, as is the holy and harm- 
leſs lamb of God ; undefiled and ſeparate from 
ſinners. And that it is him, and him alone 
that hath put away ſin, by that pure and perfed 
obedience he paid both in life and death to the 
holy laws of God, which thou haſt broken, 
This hath oft refreſh d my ſoul, to think that he 
was cut off, but not for himſelf; for he did no 
fin, neither was guile found in his mouth. 
Thirdly; As to his uſefulneſs. _ 

We may conſider his uſefulneſs firſt, to God 
the Father, in fulfilling the holy law which ve 
had broken; and alſo in magnifying and ap- 
proving that law by undergoing the curſe there- 
of. But I intend to be brief, and therctore 
ſhall omit proceeding on that head. Only be 
it known to you, into whoſe hands this may 
fall, that God is to be conſidered as a juſt God, 


as well as a Saviour, and hath made known » 
other 
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other way of diſpenſing his mercy to the chil- 
dren of men, but thro' the atoning ſacrifice of 
his ſpotleſs ſon. And be it ever remembered 
that God was in Chriſt, (not out of Chriſt) re- 
conciling the world to himſelf. There is one 
thing more, I think, needful to take notice of 
in this place; that there are ſome, in this day 


that do not juſt go their lengths, with regard to 
eternal ſettlements. I hope that ſuch will con- 
fder, that all that was ſettled in eternity, with 
reſpeQt to the ſalvation of God's elect, is to be 
applied to them, and wrought in them in time; 
and if ſo they and I are agreed. For ſure I am 
that no man can conclude on any ſolid grounds, 
that he is elected to ſalvation, but by being call- 
ed into the fellowſhip of Gad's dear ſon. 


ceed to ſet forth Chriſt in his uſefulneſs to the 
culdren of men, as conſidered under the fall; 
mich is the ſtate of all men by nature. And 
in order to come at the true ſtate of man, we 
do well to conſider what that death was which 
paſſed upon Adam in the day of his tranſgre(- 
ion, and it is plain from the ſcriptures of truth, 
that what God had told him would enſue, came 
to paſs; otherwiſe Adam would not have 


every where; neither would he be afraid or 
jay aba d. For the fitſt Adam was made a liv- 
ing foul, but by fin brought death on himſelf, 
1 and all His poſterity; ſo that all the faculties of 


his 


of goſpel light, that are not pleaſed with any, 


I ſhall now, as the Lord ſhall help me, pro- 


re thought of hiding himfelf from him that ſeetn 
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his ſoul became dead as to any motion godward, 

and liable to, and deſerving of eternal woe and 

miſery for ever. And indeed were this laid to 

heart, we might expect more purity of doctrine 

from the pulpit, and the preſs; fewer play. 
houſes, and places of diverſion, were men to 

conſider there is nothing but the thread of na. 

tural life, betwixt them and hell. And there it 
is that Chriſt becomes to his people as uſeful 
not only in giving himſelf for them, but as gu- 
ing life unto them, who were before dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins. This he preached himſelf 
as the life giving, and ſoul quickening being; 
for he that hath the ſon hath life, and he that 
hath not the ſon hath not life. And when he 
hath given them life, he brings them to the 
light ; for he is the light of men. And here 
are two _ that are ſeen in this light, viz. 
the purity of Chriſt, and our deformiry : and 
now the ſoul loaths itſelf, and abhors itſelf-for 
all its filthineſs ; and ſometimes ſatan beſets the 
ſoul with deſpairing thoughts, and ſore tempta- 
tions. But if I am ſpeaking to one in this con- 
dition, know for thy comfort, he is near that 
juſtifieth; for a bruiſed reed will he not break, 
nor quench the ſmoaking flax, until he hath 
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: brought forth judgment unto victory. And he for 

"mY is now ſtripping thee of thy filthy garments, to W ma 
i" cloath thee with his perfect righteouſneſs, that and 
1 the ſhame of thy nakedneſs may not appear. © ma 
But beware now for ſatan, it may be, will come IF hei 


another way, and take thee -on the weak fide 
and foil thee ; then ſhalt thou know the uſeful- 


nels 
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neſs of Chriſt, as thy ſtrength ; and that thou 
cannot ſtand one moment without him. And 
here give me leave to remark, that I have often 
wondered .at many preachers in our day, 'who 
dwell much upon, the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, for a juſtification, a precious truth, and 
by no means to he parted with. But is not 
the imparting and upholding ftrength of 
Chriſt a precious truth alſo ? and tends much to 
the comfort and ſupport of a weak and feeble 
child of God. But to treat of Chriſt in all his uſe- 
fulneſs would be what I could neverfiniſh. Iſhall 
therefore give a few hints of what he is to his 
own people. 

He is life to the dead: fight to the blind: feet 
to the lame: ears to the deaf: ſtrength to the 
weak: health to the ſick : cloathing to the naked: 
food for the hungry: drink to the thirſty, and 
reſt to the weary, For it hath pleaſed the Father 
that in him ſhould all fullneſs dwell: He is the 
dead of all things to his church, which is his 
body, the fullneſs of him that filleth all in all. 
He is a king that ruleth in and for them, to ſub- 
due all their fins, and all their enemies. He is 
a prieſt that hath atoned for all their fins, by the 
kcrifice of himſelf, and is aſcended to the right 
hand of the father, to plead the merits thereof, 
for and inthe behalf of his people: and there re- 
mams a prieſt for eyer; and a prophet to teach 


make known unto them the great bleſſings he is 
heir of, which they ſhall enjoy through him, by 
S receiving 
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and inſtru& them, not only in their duty, but to 


| Salt 
receiving grace here, and glory with him in the 
kingdom above, and to be with him, &c. But, 
. Feurthiy , Where muſt I begin the date of him 
that is everlaſting, for this truth the ſcriptures 
abound with concerning him. And I conceive 
that the father is repreſented as ſpeaking to him 
about the making of man; as in Gen. i, v. 26, and 
Col. i, v. 16, 17. It is there aſſerted that all things 
were made by him, and for him, but I conceive 
that he is not only precious to his people, as 2 
creator and preſerver of them in being, but a 
one early concerned for their evelaſting happineſs, 
and as ſuch he is ſet forth to us in holy writ. And 
I confeſs, I ſce nothing elſe that could fave Adam, 
and all his poſterity that had their being in this 
world before the birth of Chriſt, from the exe- 
cution of that wraih, due to them as finner, 
For Solomon that was filled with wiſdom tells us, 
that Jeſus Chriſt was fet up from everlaſting, as 
in Prov. viii cr. 23, and if ſet up had a being. 
And we may gather from the apoſtle. Paul's 
epiſtles, that here all the bleſſings of grace and 
glory, were beſtow'd and ſecured to Gods people, 
as you may read at the beginning of the epiſtk 
to the Epheſians ; and alſo the ſecond epilſtleto 
Timothy, 1, and 9. And this is him that is the 
Alpha and Omega ; the firſt and the laſt, And 
ſurely if thoſe gifts of our anceſtors which we 
often value, for no other reaſon but antiquity, 
are worth our regard; how much more ſhall we 
yalue and eſteem, this unſpeakable gift of the fa- 
ther; eyen Jeſus Chriſt, with all his fullneſs 


For 
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For he ealls on us, to behold him as ſuch, as 4 
withefs of his love, 1ſazahby, ver. 4, But, ; 
 Fifthly and lafily; He is without end or change. 
And here are two things to be treated off: The Y 
firſt I need ſay little about, for all that acknow- 
ſedge the true God, own him as an everlaſtin 
Being ; and this affords great ſuppott to all thoſe, 
who through grace, have ſtayed their ſouls upon 
him. But there are great miſtakes about him, | 
with regard to his not changing in his love to his , 
le; or elſe we ſhould not have ſuch corrupters | 
of the word, ſpread over the kingdom as there 
re. And here give me leave to take notice, that | 
it is not for argument ſake, but for God's glory, 
and your ſouls ſake, that I concern myſelf about 
t; and tho' there are ſome that thinks it meet, 
to let all things alone in which profeſſors differ; 15 
confeſs, I cannot ſee it conſiſtent with that love ; 
| have for their good; and alſo for the glory of | 
God ; for if we are to buy the truth, and fell it 
wt; we cannot part with the unchangeable love 
God, on which our peace and comfort here, 
nd happineſs hereafter, doth depend: and I | 
perſwade myſelf, if thoſe men did duly confider, I i 
that the moving cauſe, of God's love towards his | 
people, was wholly from himſelf, and not from 
any thing done, or to be done by them, they 4 |! 
would ſee cauſe to cry with the apoſtle ; O the 1 
height and depth! and not meaſure it by their | 
Imperfect love, and obedience towards him. And 
| would not aſſert that we may be the children of | 
s. God to day, and the children of the devil to- |: 
or morrow, placing not only our comfort, but our | 
eternal 
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eternal ſtate, upon our doings, and not upon the 
doings, and ſufferings of Chriſt, on which it 
doth depend. They would then acknowledge 
that it is becauſe the Lord changes not, we are 
not conſumed ; and ſure I am that God who hath 
laid up a rod in his covenant, will uſe it to correct 
his wandering pcople for their folly, and bring 
them back by weeping croſs : but he hates put. 
ting away, and makes known to his people, that 
— married to them; and that his ways are not 
as mans ways; for he will be merciful to their 
unrighteouſneſs, and their ſins and iniquities he 
will remember no more. For he hath loved 
them with an everlaſting love, therefore with 
loving kindneſs will he draw them. This is that 
friend, that ſticketh cloſer than a brother, he that 
hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake 
thee. And becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. Yea 
I will ftrengthen thee : I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteouſneſs, 
I ſhculd now give ſome account of faith, but 
I think it beſt known by its fruits. And if Jeſus 
Chriſt is precious in thoſe reſpects that have been 
ſet before thee, it is a proof that grace is im- 
lanted in thy foul. For he 1s precious to none 
. believers, others ſee no form or comelineß 
in him, that they ſhould defire him. And faith 
is a ſelf abaſing, and Chriſt exalting grace; going 
out in love towards him, or confidence and truſt 
in him, and deſires of conformity to him. And 
let it be remembered that where there are no de- 
ſires after holineſs, there is no ſaving faith, for 
God put no difference between jew and gentle, 
purifying 
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purifying their hearts by faith. And now many 
inferences might be drawn from what had been 
faid ; but J omit them, and have one requeſt to 
thee, that is, duly to conſider what thou haſt 
read, for as, food for the body will not feed, nor 
nouriſh it unleſs it be eaten ; nor cloaths tho' ever 
b well made, keep the body warm, unleſs they 
re put on: ſo unleſs what is read be applied to 


the ſoul, by the ſpirit of God, and by meditation 


and prayer for his bleſſing, it will not profit the 
ful. And that God who teacheth to profit, 
may bleſs theſe, and all other means of grace 
that he favours thee with, is the unfeigned deſire 
of him who ſubſcribes himſelf, the unworthieſt 
of all Gods ſervants. 
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